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What is claimed is: 



7 1 . A metf od utilizing a team of network interfaces operating in adapter 

fault tolerance mode to provide primary and secondary use processing of data, 




comprising: 

receiving da 
network interface and at 



lecst 



if said data is 
said data by the primary 
if said data is 



for processing by said team, said team having a primary 

one secondary network interface; 
primary use processing, then processing and transmitting 
rjetwork interface; and 

secondary use processing, then distributing processing of 
==1 10 said data across said secbndary network interfaces. 



The rihjBthod of claim 1 , further comprising: 



loading a dri^ 
said team to operate in ad; 



er for the team of network interfaces, said driver configuring 
pter fault tolerance mode and designating the primary 



1 1 5 network interface and the ai least one secondary network interface; 



wherein said 
secondary network interfac 



istributing processing is according to a workload of said 
ts. 



20 available processing 

network interfaces of said 



The nnfethod of claim 1 , where if said primary network interface has 
bandWidth, then distributing processing of said data across all 



eam. 
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4. The me hod of claim 1 , wherein said distributing processing is 
according to a workload of e ach of said team of network interfaces. 

5, The metiod of claim 1 , wherein processing said data includes 
5 encrypting said data according to IPSEC. 



6. The 
receiving data 



melhod of claim 1 , further comprising: 

or secondary use processing from an operating system. 



1 0 7. The met lod of claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving data for secondary use processing from an application 
programming interface config^jred to submit data for secondary use processing by said 
team. 



15 8. A readablelmedium having encoded thereon instructions for 

utilizing a team of network interfaces operating in adapter fault tolerance mode to 
provide primary and secondary use processing of data by directing a processor to: 
receive data for progressing by said team, said team having a primary 
network interface and at least on4 secondary network interface; 
20 if said data is prima(y use processing, then process and transmit said data 

and 

dary use processing, then distribute processing of said 



by the primary network interface; 

if said data is secon 



data across said secondary network interfaces 
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9. The medilim of claim 8, said instructions including further 
instructions to direct the processor to: 

load a driver for alteam of network interfaces to configure said team to 
operate in adapter fault tolerande mode and designate the primary network interface 
and the at least one secondary network interface; and 

distribute processipg according to a workload of said secondary network 

interfaces. 

10. The mediunrl of claim 8, said instmctions including further 
instructions to direct the processor to: 

determine if said primary network interface has available processing 
bandwidth, and if so, distribute prolpessing of said data across all network interfaces of 
said team. 



15 



11. The medium of ( 
instructions to direct the processor to 

distribute processing of 
team of network interfaces. 



aim 8, said instructions including further 



s aid data according to a workload of each of said 



20 



12. The medium of cljaim 8, said instructions including further 
instructions to: 

direct the processor to ehcrypt said data according to IPSEC, 
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1 3. The ^e^dium of claim 8, said instructions including further 
instructions to: 

direct the procdjssor to receive data for secondary use processing from an 
5 operating system. 



10 



14. The medium of claim 8, said instructions including further 
instructions to direct the processor to; 

receive data for sbcondary use processing from an application 
programming interface configured to submit data for secondary use processing by said 
team. 



1 5. A method for milizing a team of network interfaces operating in 
adaptive load balancing mode to provide primary and secondary use processing of 

15 data, comprising: 

identifying active and fJailed network interfaces of said team; 
receiving data for processing and transmission by said team; 
if said data is primary use processing, then distributing processing of said 
data across said active network interlaces of said team; and 
20 if said data is secondary use processing, then distributing processing of 

said data across all active and failed network interfaces of said team. 

1 6. The method of claim 1 5, further comprising: 



^1 
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loading a driver for said team, said driver configuring said team to operate 
in the adaptive load balancing mode and appear to be a single network interface. 



determining if said 



of claim 15, further comprising: 

one of said team of network interfaces, a portion of 



17. The method 
5 receiving, by a first 

said received data for processing ; 

identifying a processing mode required for processing said portion; 

Irst one supports the processing mode; and 
if not, then submitting processing of said portion to a second one of said 
1 0 team of network interfaces. 



15 
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1 8. The method o^claim 1 5, further comprising: 
installing said team ofjnetwork interfaces in a computing device having an 
operating system; and 

receiving data for secdndary use processing from said operating system. 



19. The method of dlaim 18, wherein an application programming 
interface is configured to submit datsi for secondary use processing by said team. 



20. The method of 
installing said team o 
operating system; and 



claim 15, further comprising: 

network interfaces in a computing device having an 
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receiving data for se^ 



provide primary and secondary use 



)ndary use processing from an application 
programming interface configured tq submit data for secondary use processing by said 
team. 

21 . A readable mec ium having encoded thereon instructions for 
utilizing a team of network interfaces operating in adaptive load balancing mode to 

processing of data by directing a processor to: 
identify active and failfed network interfaces of said team; 
receive data for processing and transmission by said team; 

is primary use processing, and if so, then distribute 
active network interfaces of said team; and 
is secondary use processing, and if so, then 
distribute processing of said data across all active and failed network interfaces of said 
team. 



determine if said data 
processing of said data across said 
determine if said data 



22. The medium o^ 
instructions to direct the processor 
load a driver for said 



claim 21, said instructions including further 

:o: 

:eam, said driver configuring said team to operate in 



the adaptive load balancing mode/and appear to be a single network interface. 



23. The medium 
instructions to direct the processdr 



of claim 21, said instructions including further 
to: 
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of said 



receive a portion of said received data for processing by a first one of said 
team of network interfaces; I 

identify a processing mode required for processing said portion; 
determine if said first one supports the processing mode; and 
submit processing of spid portion to a second one of said team of network 

interfaces. 



24. The method of claim 21 , said instructions including further 
instructions to direct the processor to:l 
10 receive data for secondary use processing from an operating system. 



15 



25, The method of clail[n 21 , said instructions including further 
instructions to direct the processor to: 

receive data for secondaryluse processing from an application 
programming interface is configured to sui|3mit data for secondary use processing by 
said team. 



42390.P8086 



24 



Patent 



